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My words alone are so inadequate to express 
my appreciation for everyone’s continued support,

but words and my continued amateur efforts are all I have.
SO THANK YOU OVER AND OVER AGAIN! 
I also can’t thank you enough for your very 

positive response to my plea for more stories!
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Dear Jack, 

On the eve of a New Year that we hope will be less filled with the suffering of others, including the 
people of Ukraine, and will ease the concerns that weighed on all of us, we are sending by mail a 
small contribuAon in appreciaAon of your extraordinary efforts to keep Washington High alumni in 
touch. A part of it is in memory of Tom Muilenburg ‘58, my high-school debate partner, the best man 
at our wedding, and a life-long friend through college years and aHer.  

We are doing as well as one might expect two members of a 1958-high school class to do. A 
few nicks and dents, but upright and acAve. We have lived in the suburbs of 
Boston, with a second home on Cape Cod, since graduate school days. Over 
the years we raised a daughter, born our sophomore year in college, and son, 
who arrived five years later. They, in turn, with their spouses have giHed us five 
grandchildren—the oldest 32 and the youngest 21. All of them nearby, with 
the excepAon of our California granddaughter, and all of them with interesAng 
careers, again, with the excepAon of our youngest granddaughter, who, aHer a 
year in the army as a medic, is in college.  

Gloria reAred from secondary-school teaching and as dean of faculty at the 
Cambridge School of Weston, an independent school, twenty years ago, and 
has, beyond the special aUenAon she gives to the family, remained extremely 
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involved with church acAvity, gardening, book clubs, and community groups. (Before reAring, I used to say, “I couldn’t 
afford to reAre. I didn’t have that much energy.”) I did reAre from Columbia University in 2008, aHer thirty years of 
commuAng weekly between Boston and New York City.  

I have let the rocking chair on the porch sit and have conAnued with the things I did before: co-direcAng a master’s 
program at two major Moscow universiAes, now suspended because of PuAn’s madman’s war, and working with a 
university consorAum (Columbia-Harvard-Oxford-Sciences Po (Paris)-and two Moscow universiAes, the parAcipaAon of 
the laUer suspended as well because of the war). It is a joint effort to train a new generaAon of specialists to deal 
beUer with the issues than our generaAon has. A colleague at Princeton and I have also just concluded guiding a mulA-
year project at the American Academy of Arts and Sciences that addressed the challenges posed by a mulApolar 
nuclear world. If any of the many alumni who enjoy the Orange & Black may care to look at what we did, the 
program’s publicaAons are at: hUps://www.amacad.org/project/meeAng-challenges-new-nuclear-age Yes, I know that 
many who hear or read this stuff suffer from MEGOs (“my eyes glaze over”), but, as current events remind us, it is an 
important subject. 

We know your readers like to see how classmates they remember from high school have weathered the years since, 
so here is our contribuAon to the gallery.  

Again, many thanks, for all that you do to make the Orange & Black so filled with memories and a space for those of 
us who were lucky enough to grow up in Sioux Falls in the tender 1950s to share stories. 

Gloria and Bob Legvold 
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January 3, 2023

Hi Jack,

Your publications always bring back fond memories of those glorious days of the 50”s in Sioux Falls and 
WHS. Days as an Argus-Leader paperboy, work at Rich Brother’s Fireworks, time spent at the YJCA as a 
swimming pool aide and pinsetter in the bowling alley, as a caddie at Minnehaha Country Club, a 
construction worker on the then new I-29 and a meat cutter at John Morrell.  As a member of the 
Amalgamated Meat Cutters Union, I could buy bacon at the company store for 11 cents a pound (still love 
bacon). I attended Jefferson and Emerson grade schools.  Growing up at 1215 So. Lake Ave., I recall trips to 
Sioux Valley Hospital where my mother worked…where I could get a coke in a bottle for a nickel and add 
some peanuts. And ventures to Alicks (Joe & Rich) Super Market at 18th and Grange. At WHS I was 
assigned to Mr. Wilson’s home room in the woodworking area in the basement and having to make it in time 
to algebra class on the top corner of the 4th floor.  I recall playing basketball for LaMone (Harlan) HI-Y at the 
YMCA and hanging out with Arlon Berkhof (Cedar Rapids, Iowa) and riding around in Paul 
Knaus’ (deceased) Mercury with Cliff Eggers (deceased) and Trevor Thorpe (somewhere in California). We 
would all chip in a few cents for gas and end up at the Barrel Drive Inn. Gas wasn’t much but we didn’t have 
much. I could go on and on with memories of those days.

Following WHS graduation in 1958 I decided I wanted to become a civil engineer so enrolled at SD State. 
But in August, for some unknown reason, I decided to head down to USD where I became a member of the 
Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity.  I subsequently graduated in 1992 with a BS degree in Business 
Administration.  I soon went to work as an insurance adjuster that led me to contacts with lawyers because 
of casualty claims work. I noticed the lawyers all drove fancy cars, had plush offices with expensive oak 
desks and nice thick shag carpeting. That looked pretty good to me so I enrolled in Law School at USD in 
the fall of 1963 graduating with the then new JD degree in ‘66. Wanting to venture out, I decided to move to 
San Francisco to establish California residence and take the California Bar exam. Having received a top-
notch education at WHS and USD, I was fortunate to pass that exam. During this time, I became aware of 
an opportunity in Fort Collins, Colorado. This required yet another bar exam. I had left California a few days 
that summer to return to Pierre to take the South Dakota Bar exam. The Bar Examiners passed 100 percent 
of us in those days. 

Page  of 6 32

Stu Meveren ’58
WHS Senior Photo

Residing, Sun City, AZ

Thanks to Stu for his 
3rd Paton donation.
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Stu and his wife,  Kathy. 



Fort Collins was, and still is, a city very similar in many ways to Sioux Falls. I worked with a small law firm 
there and subsequently set up my own law practice. The local District Attorney decided not to run for re-
election in 1972. I had become interested in criminal law and got the political bug so decided to run for 
election as the District Attorney for the Eighth Judicial District of Colorado.  I enjoyed the work as the chief 
prosecutor in the North Central area of Colorado. I continued on to serve 8 four-year terms as the elected 
prosecutor. I was elected a couple of times as president of the Colorado District Attorneys Association. In 
1999 I was elected to serve as President of the National District Attorney’s Association headquartered in 
Washington DC.  These were all very rewarding experiences.  I retired as the District Attorney in 2005 and 
joined my son’s law firm in Fort Collins. I practiced law with him for about 6 years and decided to phase into 
retirement. 

I always had a yearning to move to the warmth of the desert in the southwest so my wife Kathy and I 
decided to move to Arizona where we were snowbirds for several years before deciding to settle 
permanently in Sun City, Arizona, also known as God’s waiting room.  Sun City is the original Del Webb 
retirement community with a wide variety of housing options. We have access to 9 golf courses and several 
modern recreation facilities. Kathy and I try to “work out” regularly and play golf year around. The summers 
do get hot but during the three-month heat wave we tee off early and finish before the triple figure 
temperatures set in. They say it’s a dry heat.

Kathy, a Colorado native, and I have been married for 45 years (second marriage for both of us). I have one 
son and two daughters and Kathy has two daughters. We have enjoyed raising kids and grandkids (16 plus 
4 greats). As followers of Jesus we are quite active in our church and have found many new friends here in 
the desert—all have migrated to the “Valley of the Sun” from other areas of the country.
That’s part of my story and I’m……..
This is not intended to be an obituary.
Thanks again Jack for all that you do,

Kindest regards,

Stu VanMeveren ’58 

Thanks to Jeff Herbert, WHS Class of ’74 and 20 years on theWHS faculty, for sending 
the next 5 pages of our old and loved Alma Mater. 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Jeff Herbert ’74
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Jack….loved the Christmas Edition of the O and B---while questions about going on (and 
I hope you do) with the publication, I will send 
photos and a brief explanation from time to 
time----I have some photos taken by (me) 
and will dig out some from old yearbooks----
 
This particular photo is of a hallway that still 
exists----it is from the lower level (was a 
snack bar when I was in school) to 2nd floor---
there are at least 2 of these remaining----
 
Best wishes and Happy New Year---
 
Jeff Herbert ’74 Sioux Falls

Jack…the second photo is on the corner of Main and 10th---it is now Glacial Lakes 
Brewery-----
 
Jeff Herbert ’74 
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Jack…the stair case by the cafeteria (east side)----
 
Jeff
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Jack…collage of photos of camp tepee from the `50’s
 
Jeff
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Jack…old Camp Tepeetonka photos---dedication of cabins 14/15 in `59---which Sarah 
and I now own!
 
Jeff
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 Hi Jack from snowy South Dakota.  I came across this 
photo (top of next page.) of a football team with 
Elmer T Hansen's name on it.

He came to WHS in 1936 as assistant track 
and football coach for 13 years.  From 1949 to 1970 

he was head cross country and track coach. And also 
was the auto mechanics teacher. I had him for auto mechanics.

Elmer attended Morningside College about 1924-27 and held the North Central
Conference records in the 440 yard dash and 880 yard run.  I found no mention 
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Jim Carlson ’58
WHS Senior Photo

Thanks Jim for another really interesting story.  You 
continue to send super great stories.  As always, all I 

can say is thank you!  Jack

Elmer Hansen
head Track Coach

WHS 1959 Faculty Photo



of his being on this Morningside football team, so not sure if he was or not.
Don't see a face that could look like Elmer, maybe his friends team photo.
While going to Morningside he lived in a apartment at 3915 Orleans Ave in 
Sioux City near the college. He competed in the first Dakota Relays in 1923.

Prior to WHS he coached basketball, football and track at Lennox High school
from 1930-1935, then at Waverly, Iowa for one year. He received the
Siouxland Coaches Association Award in 1970, Morningside College Alumni Award in 1971
and was inducted into the South Dakota High School Coaches Association Hall
of Fame in 1976. He had been timekeeper at all Howard Wood Field football
games and basketball games from 1936 until retiring in 1970. He was also the
timekeeper for Augustana basketball, football games and the North Central
basketball tournament. It was said that the "T' in Elmer T Hansen will
always stand for track.

Born in Kanaranzi, Minnesota June 13, 1905 he died September 24, 1986 age
81.  Married to Mildred Garrett Hansen on June 8, 1939 they lived at 1120 So
WaltsAve most of their life. They had one daughter, Mary Ann Hansen, born in
1940, who was killed in a auto accident near Alexandra, SD July 11, 1953. Mrs.
Hansen survived but was in critical condition, Elmer was not with them, but another
driver who caused the accident was killed.

Other interesting notes, he was a hail adjuster the summer of 1951 along
with fellow teachers Joe Lemohn and Felix Schwartz. In 1970 he became the area
rep for Encyclopaedia Brittanica.

Thought this made for a good story on a faculty member the 50's 
would
remember.
Jim Carlson ’58  Sioux Falls
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Our Life In OLD Pictures.  Remember??? 
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 On Dec 26, 2022, Georgia Severson Johnson ’56, gjtn7odsf@aol.com 
wrote:
    Jack,  I realize how much time you have put into printing the newsletter, but 
sincerely hope  that you can continue with it.  I would vote for option #3 or maybe 

make it a quarterly publication and continue with the special editions.  
If and when there are more stories to print add another edition.  I do 
look forward to all of the issues and enjoy reading the personal 
stories enclosed.  There is only one thing that I would change.  
Whenever a classmate sends an email we do not where they are 

living now and it would be nice to have that information since we are scattered all around the 
country.  I do appreciate all of the time and effort that goes into keeping all of us in contact. 
Looking forward to seeing other feedback suggestions.   Good luck in the New Year. 
Georgia Severson Johnson ’56  Sioux Falls 

Dear Georgia, Thanks for you suggestions.  I am still considering all of the suggestions I am 
receiving.  I also really like your other suggestion of adding the city where people are currently 
living.  I don’t always have the city, so I think it would great for all O&B contributors to start adding 
the city they are currently living in.  I can see a bit of confusion with the many classmates who 
have both a winter and summer address.  Jack 
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Everyone of 
these old photos 

brings back 
really good 

memories to me!  
I hope to you 

too!  Gosh, we 
sure grew up at a 

good time.
Jack ‘54

Georgia Severson Johnson ’56
WHS Senior Photo

On Dec 26, 2022, James Wylie ‘51 <jimwylie@sbcglobal.net> wrote:
	 Thank you thank you......a great edition.  I will be "soaking" the material re. the 
future of O & B.  You may recall my comments from past considerations............the 
tesstimony of the folks remails positive............a unique accomplishment in itself 
these days.  I'll contact you in the new year as your"repositioning" winds down.  For 

now a sincere wish for a healthy and Happy New Year.   Jim Wylie ’51  Prospect 
Heights, ILJim Wylie ’51

WHS Senior Photo



 
On Dec 26, 2022, Peggy Servold Teslow ’57, pwolset@sio.midco.net wrote:

Thank you, Jack, for putting Doug Aldrich in touch with me.  We go back to 3rd grade at 
Mark Twain together.  We're having a heat wave here at 2 above zero.  Had my 
driveway scooped out again for the second time in a week. 
Regards, 
Peg Servold Teslow ‘57 

On Mon, Dec 26, 2022, Jack Phillips ‘54 <jackmp@me.com> wrote: 
Hi Doug, Peggy’s address is,  pwolset@sio.midco.net 
I am sure Peggy would appreciate a note from you.  Very nice of you! 
Jack 

On Dec 26, 2022, Doug Aldrich ‘57 <doug.aldrich@comcast.net> wrote: 
Jack, What is Peggy Servold Teslow’s email….I want to send her a nice compliment for the 
SF snow!  Thanks,  Doug Aldrich ’57  Thornton, CO 
  (Doug is referring to the beautiful snow covered photo of Phillips Ave. in   
  the last issue of the O&B.) 

Doug Aldrich, WHS Senior Photo 

On Dec 27, 2022, Kathy Hays, ’59,  
rkwieting@charter.net wrote:
Dear Jack,  I reviewed the list of deceased 
persons at WHS.  Please note that my sister 

(Eleanor Hays - class of 1955 is 
deceased)  Her name did not appear 
on the list.  Also, please note that my 
sister Paula Hays name  is spelled 

wrong - class of 1957.  Thank you for 
preparing these lists.
Kathy Hays - class of 1959

On Dec 28, 2022, Jack Phillips ‘54 <jackmp@me.com> wrote:8

Dear Kathy,
I can’t tell you how much I appreciate you writing to inform me of the passing of your sister, Eleanor 

and of the incorrect spelling on Paula’s listing.  I never knew Paula but your sister Eleanor was a very dear 
and respected friend of mine.
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She was a year younger than I and we became good friends at the Methodist Church’s Youth 
Fellowship every Sunday night.  She didn’t have a car and I would sometimes give her a ride home.  She 
was always such a sweet young lady and I enjoyed getting to know her better.

Regretfully after I graduated from WHS I moved away to college and we lost track of each other.  
After my graduation I never heard anything more from her or about her.  When I first started publishing the 
O&B about 13 years ago I kept hoping she would hear about the O&B and write asking me to add her to my 
mailing list but that never happened and this is the first I have heard of her since about 1954.  Needless to 
say I am so sorry to learn of her passing but also your loss of your other sister, Paula, whom I did not know.

I hope you don’t mind my asking how long ago Eleanor died, where she lived after WHS and if she 
had a career, family, etc. later in life?

Just so you know, I have added Eleanor’s name to the Class of ’55 and corrected the spelling on 
Paula’s name in the class of ’57 list.

Do you and Roger still live in St. Louis, MO?
Thank you very much for writing.

Sincerely,
Jack Phillips ’54  Las Vegas, NV

On Dec 29, 2022, at 5:38 AM, rkwieting@charter.net wrote:
Jack,   Eleanor passed away a few years ago.  She was preceeded 

in death by her husband Harold Falk; she and Harold (Hal) met when both 
were students at South Dakota State College (now University).  Hal was 
from White Lake, South Dakota.  Eleanor and Hal had two children:  
Patricia (Patty) and Steve.   Hal was in the Air Force and spent most of 
his career in Dayton, Ohio, with a tour to Karachi.  After retiring, Eleanor 
and Hal moved to Atlanta.  

My husband (Charles) Roger Wieting and I have lived in south St. Louis County for 
over 50 years.  We were married in Sioux Falls and Rog's job brought us to the St. Louis 
area.  We have 2 daughters.  Susan is married to John Gordon and they lived in Cincinnati, 
Ohio; Betsy is married to John Kunz and they live in Ste. Genevieve, MO.  Sue and John 
have 4 girls (Gina, and triplets Claire, Ellen, and Amy.  Gina married Tony whom she met 
while both were earning PhD's in microbiology.  They have two children and live close to us.  
Claire is married to James; they have one daughter.  They live in 
Cincinnati.  Ellen is married Anthony; Amy and Nelson have two children.  
We now have 5 great-grandchildren.

We love to read the OandB.  We follow the Jackrabbit football team.  
Our favorite teacher at WHS was Anne Kleinsasser.

Kathy Hays Wieting and Roger

On Dec 29, 2022, at 8:46 AM, Jack Phillips <jackmp@me.com> wrote:
Dear Kathy, Thanks for the nice and quick response.  I enjoyed reading about all 
three of the Hays ladies.  I have just one question.  My records indicate that both you 
and Roger graduated from WHS in 1959 but I don’t find Roger’s photo in the ’59 
yearbook?  Did he  maybe just not have a senior photo taken or is my info on class year wrong???
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Roger Wieting ’58
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Anne Kleinsasser
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Again thank you for all the info.  I plan to publish your letters in the O&B and would love to have a recent 
photo of you and Roger if it isn’t too much trouble.  Also any other info you would like for me to include on 
you and Roger such as your careers, hobbies, etc.
Jack

On Dec 29, 2022, at 8:55 AM, Kathryn Wieting <rkwieting@charter.net> wrote:
We usually say we live in St. Louis. Actually we live in St. Louis County, in the southern part of the County. 
Our zip code is 63128; if you Googled this, you’d be able to see more precisely where we are. Our public 
school district where both of our daughters attended, prepared them both for college.  Eleanor passed away 
several years ago. 
Paula lived in Sioux City, Iowa after her husband, Bob Cottingham died. She lived close to her daughter and 
son-in-law who were there. I know that our high school has been replaced by several middle schools and 
high schools in Sioux Falls  I  taught 7th graders in a middle school for 20 years after our girls were old 
enough to be home by themselves. Thank you so much for all the time and $$’s you have spent to keep the 
WHS alums informed about graduates 
Kathy

On Dec 29, 2022, at 9:03 AM, rkwieting@charter.net wrote:
Jack,

I graduated in 1958.  My cousin (Donald Mckee) is deceased.  He may have been in the class of 
1950 but it may have been 1949.

I was in Miss Kleinsassers home room.  She liked me because she went to Dakota Wesleyan with my 
dad's brother.   During  home room, she was writing test questions frantically on all three blackboards to be 
covered up with her curtains.  Kathy had her for English Lit  and thought she was the hardest teacher in the 
school.  Some students were known to cry after getting a scolding from her.  Cheer leaders were not her 
favorite.

Roger Wieting ’58

Thanks Roger. Just so you know, I did not find your cousin, Don Mckee in the 1950 yearbook, but I 
did find him in Ms Olson’s Home Room #413 as a junior in the 1949 yearbook, so you were correct he 
was in the class of 1950.  Jack
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Kathy, and Roger,  
Thanks so much for 

sharing so much 
about your family 
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especially for this 
very nice recent 

photo of you both.
Jack



On Nov 23, 2022,  Alma Johnson ’53 jayne_johnson35@yahoo.com 
wrote:
Hi jack and Debra, 
Hope all is well with you.  Jack I just read we’re Jim Howalt passed.  I 

had a phone number that Bob Berguin gave me, but it’s no 
longer Billie Howalt Gustafason’s number.  I only have Bob’s 
address.  If you can get in touch with Bob please ask him to 
call me.  My mother worked for the Howalts for years and also 
cleaned there business.

My home phone is 323-299-3578, my cell is 323-793-8635.
If not I understand, but I just wanted to reach out to Billie, she was in the class of 

1953.
jj Anderson Johnson ’53  Los Angeles, CA

On Dec 24, 2022, Jack Phillips ’54, <jackmp@me.com> wrote:
Dear Bob and JJ,

Sorry for taking so long forwarding this email from JJ on to you.  Just 
been really busy.  You might be interested to know that I just sold my nightclub in 
Modesto, CA.  The one you were in very long ago.  About 8 years ago I bought the 
shopping center the nightclub was located in and I just sold it too.  I’m tired and just 
selling lots of things.  It sure feels good.

I hope you will take time to reply to JJ.  And JJ, I am sorry I took so long to get your email on to Bob.  
Also JJ just for your records Billie was in the class of ’52.  One year ahead of you and Bob.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you both.
Jack Phillips ‘54

On Jan 4, 2023, at 5:30 PM, robert berguin <rberguin54@gmail.com> wrote:
I just had a nice conversation with  JJ and relived the times in the north end of Sioux 

Falls.
I remember so well going to see you in Modesto and what a great host you were.
Happy New Year to you and Debra.  Stay in touch.
Bob Berguin ’53    Phoenix, AZ Area

On Jan 6, 2023, Jane Ackerman ’55 <letmebefree.ackerman6@gmail.com> 
wrote:
Hi Jack.  Happy New Year.  I guess it is time I wrote to you.  We have had 4 weeks of bad 
winter storms and the last one dropped 26 inches on our little town of Baltic, SD!  The drifts 
are about as high as the houses and the cleanup is going to take awhile.  Today I finally got 

out of the house for the first time in 2 weeks!  I haven't seen this much snow here since 
about 1964.  The snowmobilers are happy!  I wanted to comment on your questioning if 
we have outlived or become less interested in your keeping up with the 50ies!  As you 
know we had a reunion for the Class of 55. Those that attended live here in the Sioux 

Falls area and it was a great time.  I think we now realize that traveling to these events 
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have become rare as we have all gotten older. I know so many of my classmates right here in the area are in 
assisted living and are unable to attend the monthly dinner unless someone picks them up and this is 
something that happens.  Many do not even have access to a computer. So, I guess what I am saying is 
many would like to know what you publish but don't have access to it.  I would hate to see you stop but also 
realize you have your own life to live and this most certainly takes up hours of your time. So, my thanks for 
what you do.  I certainly enjoy it but I am fortunate to be in good health and living in my own home.  I am 
blessed!  Jane Ackerman ’55, Sioux Falls

Thanks Jane for your thoughts on the O&B.  And thanks for you nice email.  Please stay safe 
and warm.
Jack

On Dec 27, 2022,  glenn gravelle ‘58 <glenngravellepsyd@gmail.com> 
wrote:
Jack,

Thanks for your tireless efforts. Very informative and a great honoring of lost classmates.
Easy to lose track of the post WHS days of people who we knew then, but little of their

adult odyssey. Frequently they are impactful stories and reminders to live life more fully.
Glenn Gravelle, ’58.  Centennial, CO
 Glen, thanks for taking the time to write.  Our classmate’s stories are interesting!

On Jan 16, 2023, Wauthena Nelson 
Brooks ’54 
<wauthenam@sio.midco.net> wrote:
Hi Jack and Debra,
Here is a photo of my mail box last week, 

we are having soooooo much fun!
Wauthena Nelson Brooks ’54  
Sioux Falls
Dear Wauthena,  At least it is 
beautiful!!!  And it looks like you 

will have some beauty left for quite awhile.  Jack  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On Feb 7, 2023, Royce Adams ’58 
<Litljump@aol.com> wrote:
Jack  -  The other day, here in Sioux Falls, SD the 
temp reached 38 degrees!!!!! 
It's been a long stretch of cold weather lately which 

made it even more enjoyable to get outside and 
bask in the sun!! 
Royce Adams ’58  Sioux Falls  

On Feb 16, 2023, Stephen Veenker ’59,  s.veenker@aol.com 
wrote:
Jack, 
 I am so sorry that only I notified you. I assumed several would 
tell you of Nancy Perrenoud's ’54, passing. Evidently the family is 
very closed about it. 
 Nancy's sister Mary Lou, who had been OLD queen, married 

Ray Loftesness after his first wife passed away. Ray hired me to work at KSOO 
and over time I met all their progeny, and later his daughters from the first 
marriage, Ginger (Virginia) and Cindy.  Ginger and I were sweethearts in 1961 
and then both married, but we have kept in touch ever since.   
 Nancy saw her years ago and raved about their reunion. She said a 
classmate sat down at the piano and entertained them with a ton of songs in all 
genres.  Ginger said, "would that be Ron Veenker ‘54?"  "Yes! How on earth did you 
know that?"  "I had Thanksgiving dinner at their house once and knew the family."  I 
talk with Ginger frequently and she had mentioned that she was saddened at 
Nancy's passing,  so I alerted you to expect several Nordstrom, Johnson, and 
others to supply more info.  I wish I had known you couldn't find any info. 
 stephen Veenker ’59   Holden Beach, NC 

On Feb 18, 2023, at 11:27 AM, S <slofty82@gmail.com> wrote:
Hello Jack,

I'm Nancy's nephew Scott Loftesness (son of Mary Perrenoud- Loftesness and Ray Loftesness).
I want to thank you for the nice write-up you did for Nancy and sent out to your WHS classmates. It 

has made the rounds through my family today.  I very much enjoyed seeing the pictures from her high 
school years. You were a handsome couple at the Arkota!

I do not know why Nancy's boys chose to not write an obit for my dear aunt, but they did send an 
email to a few family members with pictures and family updates.  I will forward to you this email next.

Nancy had been living In Denver since Don's death. Her son Rick lived near her.  My family spent a 
lot of time with Nancy the last few years, and I also had long phone conversations with her.  She was special 
to us Loftesness kids, and the last of our parents generation in the family. 

Hope this finds you well, 
Scott Loftesness 
Johnson City, Tennessee 
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On Feb 21, 2023, at 1:34 AM, Jack Phillips ‘54 <jackmp@me.com> wrote:
Dear Scott,

First of all I want you to know how sorry I was to hear of your aunt Nancy’s passing.  I had the 
wonderful pleasure of knowing her for about 70 years and as we both know, she was always such a very 
special, sweet, kind and classy lady.

And secondly, I just can’t tell you how much your kind letter thanking me and approving of what I 
wrote for the Washington High School’s Alumni O&B in the absence of an obituary.  It always means so 
much to me when I feel the family approves of what I write.  I also really thank you for writing and explaining 
a bit more about her passing.

Again, I send my most sincere and heartfelt condolences to you and all of Nancy’s family.
Warmly,
Jack Phillips

On Jan 18, 2023, Frank Owens’53 
<fowensfsd@sio.midco.net> wrote:

Hi Jack, Greetings from a cold and snowy Sioux Falls.  Love 
this place; however I would enjoy a couple of months visiting a much 
warmer place. 

Again, thanks for all the time and work you put into the 
Orange & Black.  I have one correction to the Class of 1953 
listing – Wayne Hansen is alive and well.  You have never 
published an obit on Wayne and I think the confusion came 

from my email to you a few months ago advising of the deaths of 
Karen Espe and Dianne Becker when I mentioned that Wayne 
Hansen had advised me on one of the deaths. I just visited with 
Wayne while attended the funeral of Wes Nelson (Class of 1951).  
Think Spring!

 Frank Owens ’53   Sioux Falls

On Feb 21, 2023, at 1:51 AM, Jack Phillips ’54  
<jackmp@me.com> wrote:
Dear Frank,

Thank you so much for advising me that Wayne Hansen ’53 is still alive and his name should be 
removed from your class of ’53’s deceased list.  It has been done.  Next time you speak to him please tell 
me how terribly sorry I am.   I truly work hard to avoid mistakes like that on deceased lists.  But it is always 
such a pleasure when I can remove a name.

Stay warm there!  I am enjoying Spring here.  It was 69 degrees here yesterday.  But will be a bit 
cooler here again next week. 

I hope you are enjoying good health.  And please tell everyone at your ’53 lunch get-togethers hello 
for me, ESPECIALLY WAYNE HANSEN!

Jack
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On Jan 16, 2023, Veenker, Ronald ‘54 <ronald.veenker@wku.edu> wrote:
Dear Jack, 


I always say, "I should write something about that" for the O&B.  And 
like many of us, we never quite get around to it.  I've been 
enjoying reading Facebook posts from Jim Carlson ’58

<pegandjim@sio.midco.net> with whom my brother and I 
attended Mark Twain in the late 40s.  Jim's recent post about 

Ardeen Foss coming to WHS in 1950 brought back so many 
memories.  Ardeen was a visionary and he achieved so much for Sioux Falls.  I 
and a whole cadre of WHS '54 kids were in the Mark Twain band and moved 
from there to the high school downtown when he did after Mr. Thompson's 
retirement.  At the time, I was playing a cheap clarinet and sat in the 23rd chair 
out of 24 clarinets.  Neal Olson and Larry Hartshorn ‘54 were the oboists of 
Ardeen's first band.  There was one more oboe, owned by the band, that was not in 
use.  Mr. Foss asked me if I were interested in learning it.  Here's how my immature 
mind worked: "I could move from 23rd chair to 3rd chair without knowing anything!"  
So, I began.  Ardeen was a consummate clarinetist and oboist himself.  Over the 
years he trained an impressive number of double-reed players (not to even mention 
the bassoonists).  Back in that time, Sioux Falls, funded through taxes, a municipal 
band directed by Russell Henegar who had played in the Sousa Band.  It was a 
union group, American Federation of Musicians, and more than a few of us from 
Ardeen's band were accepted into the city band.  While that was a great 
experience for us youngsters, the most exciting gig that we had was to play in the 
pit orchestra for the traveling company of "South Pacific" out of New York City.  The 
orchestra traveled with some key NY musicians and a conductor.  They filled out the 
rest with local union players across the country.  I am still amazed when I think back 
about mixing with professional New York musicians at age 16.  It was a heady 
experience.  I can't remember with certainty who else from our class was in the 
pit, but I'm quite sure that Tom Knutson ‘54 and Warren Gedstad ‘54 were 
there.  Would love to hear from any of the rest of you who may shared that 
exciting experience.  

Ron Veenker ’54  Holden Beach, NC 

Ron, thanks for instead of, “should write something”, you actually “did write something” and 
it was such an interesting “something”.  There was so much really immense musical talent in 
the four of you pictured here.  Sorry I didn’t know, Neal Olson or what class year he was in.  I 
had a VERY brief, (about one year), musical career attempting to play the trumpet at Emerson 
Grade School while seated next to my good friend Warren Gedstad playing the clarinet.  
Even in grade school Warren was SO GOOD and I am still embarrassed because I was 
SOOOOO BAD!  But I still remember how kind and tolerating Warren was.  Thanks Warren! 
Jack 
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On Jan 23, 2023, Loren Little ’59, tpts1@aol.com wrote:

 David was a gifted musician, and his jazz playing was just 
as intellectual as he. 

Fortunate to have played with him off and on '67 -'71.  
Loren Little ’59   Las Vegas, NV 

On Feb 20, 2023, Gayle Hoover ‘54 <gayle.hoover1215@gmail.com> wrote:
Good morning, Jack,
Is there any way I could receive an updated list of the members of the 1954 class who have 
passed away?  I would really appreciate it.
Also, I really admire the way you keep information up to date for all of us.  Thank you so 

much.
Hope all is well.  We are preparing for another snowfall tomorrow but hope it misses us.
Best wishes and thanks!
                     Gayle Hoover ’54  Sioux Falls

On Feb 20, 2023, Jack Phillips ‘54 <jackmp@me.com> wrote:
Hi Gayle,  I publish an up dated deceased list for all 10 class years of the ’50’s decade every 

Memorial Day and every Christmas.  Here is our class of ’54 list from last Christmas.  The only name I have 
so far to be added to the Memorial Day 2023 list is Nancy Perrenoud ’54.  So as of now I have a total of 230 
classmates from our class of 1954 that we have lost
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Dr. Loren Little ‘59 writing on the passing of David Olson ’52.  See 
David’s O&B Sp Ed dated 1-23-23.  Loren himself is an extremely talented 
and popular trumpet player performing regularly through out Las Vegas.
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John" and renamed 

it “the Jim". I feel 
so much better 

saying I went to the 
Jim this morning.
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PATRON DATE AMOUNT OF 

GIFT
INCREASES or DONATION IN THE NAME OF, OR, IN MEMORY OF:

1 Dr. Dale ‘56 & Camille Larson ’61 
Peterson Wenatchee, WA

Dec. 27 2019 $1,000.00 Dec.28, 2020 Dale ’56 & Camille ‘61 donated an additional $1,000 and then  on 12-23-23 another 
$1,000 making their total PATRON contribution $3,000..  Thank you so much Dale & Cammy!

2 Terry Bradley ’57,                            
Tillamook, Or.

Feb. 2, 2020 $100.00 Siblings:  Linda Bradley Benson ’54, deceased, Nita Bradley Bale ’49, Olive Bradley Bechett ’48 
deceased and Bill Bradley ’46 deceased

3 Patricia Jorgensen Palagi ’56            
Seattle, WA

Feb. 3, 2020 $50.00

4 Jim ’51 and Myrna Irwin ’53 Wylie   
Prospect Heights, IL

March 6, 2020 $250.00

5 Patti “Trish” Wilder Swanhorst ’59        
Sioux Falls, SD

March 10, 2020 $100.00

6 Stuart VanMeveren ’58                              
Sun City, AZ

Mar. 11, 2020 $108.00 On Sept. 18, 2020 Stuart increased his Patron Donation. Thanks Stuart!

7 Jim A Carlson ’58                                    
Sioux Falls, SD

March 12, 2020 $58.00 On July 2, 2020 Jim increased his Patron Donation.  Thanks Jim!

8 Kipp Koester ’55                                
Mequon, WI

March 12, 2020 $100.00

9 Royce Adams ’58                                    
Sioux Falls, SD

March 12, 2020 Patron requested 
$ amount not 
shown 

On  April 25, 2020 Royce increased his Parton Donation.  Thanks Royce!

10 Bob Berguin ’53                             
Scottsdale, AZ

March 12, 2020 $152.00

11 Pete Hegg ’57                                          
Sioux Falls, SD

March 12, 2020 $200.00

12 Dr. Elliot Miller, ’50                           
Topsham, ME

March 15, 2020 Patron requested 
$ amount not 
shown

13 Gil Gjere ’54                                          
Viborg, SD 

March 14, 2020 $250.00 Siblings:  Mary Gjere ‘58, Helen Gjere ’56 deceased, Glenn Gjere ‘56 deceased.

14 Daryl ’55 & Lois Bjerk ’58 Fritz              
Mesa, AZ

March 15, 2020 $100.00

15 Marcia Blumberg Oleisky ’57           
Minneapolis, MN

April 6, 2020 Patron requested 
$ amount not 
shown

16 James Eastman’59                          
Placentia, CA

April 6, 2020 $100.00

17 Jane “JJ” Anderson Johnson ’53             
Los  Angeles, CA

April 10, 2020 $100.00

18 Don Brown ’53                                        
Santa Barbara, CA

April 10, 2020 Patron requested 
$ amount not 
shown

19 Jerry Savold ’56                                   
Edwards, C0

April 11, 2020 $100.00 Brother, Mike Savold ’59 Deceased

20 Chuck Erickson ’50                            
Overland Park, KS

April 13, 2020 $200.00

21  Dr. Jim Brown ’56                                         
E.  Wenatchee, WA  

April 11, 2020 $100.00 Nov. 21, 2020 Dr. Jim Brown donated an additional $100.00 making their total PATRON contribution 
$200.00.  Thank you Jim!

22 Darold Gieser ’55                              
Michigan City, IN

April 12, 2020 $155.00
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23 Barbara Taylor Sampson ’62                  

Sioux Falls, SD
April 13, 2020 Patron requested 

$ amount not 
shown

24 Judy Stevens ’61                              
Arlington, TX

April 15, 2020 $50.00 On 5-12-21 Judy Stevens donated an additional $50.00 making her total PATRON contribution 
$100.00  Thank you Judy.

25 Ken Eisenbraun ’58                       
Bloomfield, Hills, MI

April 14, 2020 $158.00 Dec.14, 2020 Ken Eisenbraun ’58 donated an additional $158.00 making his total PATRON 
contribution $316.00.  Thank you Ken.

26  Mary Taylor Herrick ’56                 
Cleveland, OH

April 15, 2020 $500.00

27 Roger ‘55 & Vonda Fritz ’56 Peterson   
Sioux Falls, SD

April 15, 2020 Patron requested 
$ amount not 
shown

28 Dr. Michael ’56 & Carla Thoelke ’56 
Gibson  Reno, NV

April 18, 2020 $50.00 Nov. 21, 2020 Mike and Carla donated an additional $100.00 making their total PATRON contribution 
$150.00.

29 Roger '55 & Permella Bedford ’56 
Kielman Peoria, AZ

April 20, 2020 $100.00

30 Merlyn “Chris” Christensen ’54              
Hudson, NH 

April 21, 2020 $100.00

31 Dick Jensen ’55                                  
Naperville, IL

April 22, 2020 $100.00

32 Betty Holmoe Pfeifle ’52                         
Sioux Falls, SD

April 20, 2020 $100.00

33 Walt Leyse ’50                                         
Sioux Falls, SD

April 20, 2020 $100.00

34 Tom ’55 & Marilyn Rush ’56 Simmons     
Gold Canyon, AZ

April 30, 2020 $50.00

35 Terry Robinson ’57                                 
Peoria, AZ

April 30, 2020 $57.00

36 Bob ’55 & Peg Ogle ’55 Berdahl          
Portland, OR

May 1, 2020 $100.00

37 Sharon Frank Johnson ’53                          
Sioux Falls, SD

May 8, 2020 $50.00

38 Gene Bushnell ’56                                  
Rapid City, SD

May 8, 2020 $100.00

39 Terry Feay ‘56 May 12, 2020 $60.00

40 Dennis York ’55                                       
Rapid City, SD

May 12, 2020 $100.00

41 WHS Class of ‘54 May 14, 2020 $300.00

42 Dick Sweetman ’54                                   
Sioux Falls, SD

May 15, 2020 $100.00

43 Warner ‘54 & Karen Gurley ‘54 Brown                           
Scottsdale, AZ

May 20, 2020 $100.00

44 Ronald Larson ’59                                   
Sioux Falls, SD

May 23, 2020 $100.00

45 Dr. Glenn Gravelle ’58                       
Centennial, CO

May 26, 2020 $158.00
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46 Dave ’56 & Barbara Lease ’55 Quigley   

Green Valley, AZ
May 13, 2020 $100.00

47 Wayne Gustafson ’54                               
Rapid City, SD & Surprise, AZ

May 29, 2020 $250.00

48 Sherrill Wilcox Pohl ’52                             
Amarillo, TX

June 9, 2020 $25.00

49 Marlene Rance ’61                                   
Sioux Falls, SD

June 11, 2020 $100.00

50 Lloyd ’56 & Bernita Hagen ’59 Greiner   
Loveland, CO

June 12, 2020 $115.00

51 Harold Rudisill ’56                                      
Palm Springs, CA

June 15, 2020 $100.00 On January 27, 2021 Rudy donated an additional $100.00 making his total PATRON contribution 
$200.00.

52 Patricia O’Rielly Miller ’59                      
Chicago, IL

June 12, 2020 $500.00

53 Dennis Luce ’54                                      
Rapid City, SD

June 16, 2020 $100.00

54 Jody Syverson Vanderploeg ’54           
Okoboji, IA

June 18, 2020 $100.00

55 Vincent Keenan ’59                                 
Sioux Falls, SD

June 18, 2020 $100.00

56 Barbara James Bymes ’57                   
Overland Park, KS

June 30, 2020 $100.00

57 Hal Erickson ’54                                     
Surprise, AZ

July 1, 2020 $100.00

58 Dick Wold ’53                                             
Sioux Falls, SD

July 1, 2020 $100.00

59 Doug Olson ’56                                          
Avon, Ohio

July 2, 2020 $100.00 On March 6, 2021 Doug donated an additional $100.— making his total PATRON contribution 
$200.00

60 Roger Teigen ’56                                        
Norman, OK 

July 7, 2020 $250.00

61 Tom ’58 & Linda McCahren ’59 
Graham    Sioux Falls, SD

July 12, 2020 $200.00

62 Dixie Utesch Tilden ’58                        
Montevideo, MN                              

July 15, 2020 $200.00

63 Dean  Mann ’50                                                        
Sioux Falls, SD

July 20, 2020 $50.00

64 Andy Weber ‘52                                         
Houston, TX            

July 24, 2020 $100.00 Sister, Mildred “Millie” Weber Edwards ’53 - Deceased

65 Romain Oliver Nelsen ’53                         
Davis, CA

July 24, 2929 $100.00

66 Anonymous Patron                                      
Sioux Falls, SD

July 30, 2020 $100.00

67 Mary Larson Montoya ’59                        
Sioux Falls, SD

August 1, 2020 $100.00 April 8, 2021 Mary increased her Patron contribution significantly. Amount of increase private.
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68 Wally Boersma ’54                                    

Marshall, TX
August 1, 2020 $50.00

69 John Hedland ‘58                                  
Anchorage, AK

August 4, 2020 $100.00

70 Gary ’57 & Kathy Rea ’58 Conradi             
Sioux Falls, SD

August 4, 2020 200.00

71 Mavis Larson Carl ’55                               
Sioux Falls, SD

August 5, 2020 $120.00 Husband, Ronald Carl ’54, deceased; Sister, Shirley Larson Wermers ’54; Brothers, Dale Larson ’58; & Lyle Larson ’61; 
Dear friend, Mary Lou Jewett ’55 deceased. 

72 Lorraine Fremming Forslin ’54              
Bloomington, MN?

August 8, 2020 $100.00

73 Deane Grav ’58                                            
Sun Lakes, AZ

August 20, 2020 $25.00

74 Bob ’54 deceased & Connie Hammit 
’54 Zimmerman,  Mesa, AZ       

August 20, 2020 $100.00 Donation from dear friend, Jack Phillips ’54 

75 Kent ’54 deceased & Judy Morstad                                                  
Sioux Falls, SD

August 20, 2020 $100.00 Donation from dear friend, Jack Phillips ‘54

76 Robert Miller ’57                                         
Sun City West, AZ

August 26, 2020 $100.00

77 Joe Floyd ’54                                             
Sioux Falls, SD               

August 31, 2020 $50.00

78 Debra Phillips                                               
Las Vegas, NV

Sept. 7, 2020 $100.00 Donated by Jack Phillips ’54, in appreciation of the ever increasing time my wife Debra spends working 
on the WHS O&B.

79 Sharon Johnson ’54 Frank & Bill Frank 
’52  Wayzata, MN

Sept. 7 2020 $100.00 Our dear friend, Arthur “Bud” Olson ’54 deceased.

80 Gary Robertson ’58                                      
Dove Canyon, CA

Sept. 11, 2020 $102.50

81 Jane Shingledecker Miller ’54                 
Dillon Beach, CA

Sept. 26, 2020 $5,000.00

82 Mike ’58 & Bunny Aikens Howes ‘58       
Sioux Falls, SD

Oct. 12, 2020 $327.00 Also for brothers, Tom Howes ’53 and Dick Howes ’51 deceased, and their respective wives, Joyce 
McFarland Howes ’54 and Donna Kranz Howes ’53.  $327.00 for the total number of their WHS class 
years.

83 Lee Lane “58                                       
Manchester, MO

Oct 19, 2020 $300.00 In memory of Lee’s deceased sisters, Jane Lane ’55 and Janet Lane ’56, and Lee’s deceased friend, 
Dick O’Connor ’58.

84 Col. (Dr.) Joyce Wait Teters ’57             
Twentynine Palms, CA

Nov. 4, 2020 $100.00

85 Dr. Michael ’56 & Carla Thoelke ’56 
Gibson  Reno, NV

Nov. 21, 2020            $50 + 
$100 =                     
$150.00 
Current

Original contribution, PATRON #28, was $50 on page #2 dated 4-18-20

86  Dr. Jim Brown ’56                                         
E.  Wenatchee, WA

Nov. 21, 2020         $100 + 
$100 =            
$200.00 
Current

Original contribution, PATRON #21, was $100 on page #1 dated 4-11-20

87 Ken Eisenbraun ’58                              
Bloomfield Hills, MI

Dec. 14, 2020 $158.00 + 
$158.00= 
$316.00 
Current

Original contribution, PATRON #25, was $158 on page #1 dated 4-14-20

88 Jane Winnett ’54                                       
Dallas, TX

Dec. 14, 2020 $100.00

89 Dr. Dale ’56 & Camille Larson Peterson 
’61  Wenatchee, WA

Dec. 28, 2020 $1,000.00 Original PATRONS CONTRBUTING $1,000 on page #1 dated 12-27–19.  Dale and Camille have now 
made three $1,000.00 contributions for a total of $3,000.00.  THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH.  JACK
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90 LaDell Swiden ’57                                     
Madison, SD     

Dec. 30, 2020 $100.00

91 Georgia Severson Johnson ’56               
Sioux Falls, SD

Dec. 30, 2020 $75.00

92 Sam ’52 & Jenny Boersma Pfeifer ’52    
Omaha, NE

Jan. 4, 2021 $100.00

93 Jim Redfield ’50  San Diego, CA  & 
sister, Jean Redfield Kracht ’54  
Sioux Falls, Sd.   

Jan. 8, 2021 amount 
private

94 Anita Robinson Bierman ’56                   
Sioux Falls, SD

Jan. 15, 2021 $100.00

95 Rudi Rudisill ’56                                       
Palm Springs, CA

Jan. 27, 2021 $100 + 
$100 = 
$200.00 
Current

Original contribution, PATRON #51, was $100 on page #3 dated 6-15–20

96 Wanda Shelp Chinnery ’55                        
Lees Summit, MO

March 4, 2021 $100.00

97 Douglas Olson ’56                                     
Avon, OH

March 6, 2021 3 - $100 
donations 

Total $300

Original PATRON contribution, #59, was $100 on page #3.  Doug has now made 
THREE $100.00 donations for total of $300.00  Thanks Doug for your continued 
support.  Jack

98 Mary Larson Montoya ’59                           
Sioux Falls, SD

April 8, 2021 2nd 
amount 
private

 On August 1, 2020 donated $100.  2nd donation amount private.

99 John Hisel ’57                                        
Aberdeen, SD

May 4, 2021 $100.00

100 Judy Stevens ’61                                   
Arlington, TX

May 12, 2021 $50.00 + 
$50.00 = 
$100.00

Original contribution, PATRON #24, was $50.00 on page 1 dated 4-15-20

101 John Beal ’59                                          
Naples, Fl

July 30,2021 $300.00

102 Harry Hoiland ’54                                        
Gig  Harbor, WA      

August 4, 2021 $50.00

103 Jeanne Friese Holm ’59                           
Wayzata, MN 

Oct. 10, 2021 $100.00

104 Dr. Jim Brown ’56                                           
East Wenatchee, WA

Dec. 10, 2021 $100 + 
$100 + 
$200  
TOTAL 
$400.00

Original contribution was $100 on 4-11-20;  2nd donation was $100 on 11-21-20 and 
3rd donation $200.00 for a total of $400.00

105 Jim Eastman ’59                                         
Sioux Falls, SD 

Dec. 13, 2021 $100.00 = 
$100.00 = 
TOTAL 
$200.00

Original contribution was $100.00, plus 2nd donation of $100.00 = Total donation of 
$200.00.

106 Dr. Dale ’56 & Camille Larson ’61 
Peterson  Wenatchee, WA

Dec. 23, 2021 $1,000 + 
$1,000 + 
$1000 = 
$3,000.00

Original contribution, PATRON #1, was $1,000 on page #1 dated 12-27–19. Each 
December they have added an additional $1,000.00  Total now $3,000.00
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107 Sandy Brix Hembd ’59                            
Birmingham, AL

1-18-22 $200.00

108 Karen Jacomet Walters ’56                  
Mission, TX

1-18-22 $ amount 
private

In memory of Karen’s deceased sister, Francis Jacomet Deets ’42 and her decease 
brother Bill Jacomet ’50.

109 Kent Scribner ’56                                    
Westminster. CO  

3-4-22 $100.00

110 Doris Graff ’52 Deceased  
Donated by Jean Graff Kenyon, 
from Sioux Falls, SD

3-28-22 $25.00 In memory of Doris Graff ’52, donated by 2nd cousin, Jean Graff Kenyon of Sioux Falls.

111 Doug Olson ’59                                           
Avon, Ohio

9-10-22 $100.00 This is Doug’s 3rd Patron gift of $100.00 each for a total of $300.00.  MUCH THANKS 
DOUG FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!, JACK

112 Bob ’58 & Gloria Welch ’58 
Legvold         Winchester, MA

1-5-23 $300.00

113 Stu VanMeveren ’58                                     
Sun City, AZ 

1-17-23 3rd Amount 
Private

Thanks Stu for your 3rd Patron donation.  Jack

114 Dale Paulson ’53                                       
Bennington, NB

1-17-23 $100.00

GO

Warriors


